GRACE COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
CONSTITUTION
I. Who We Are:
A Sunday School, under the auspices of the American Sunday School Union, was started circa 1920 and met in the Fairview School until it burned in 1927. It was The Fairview Mission in 1929, when the first building was constructed at County Farm Road and 25th Lane and was occupied the first time Easter Sunday, 1929. The name Grace Community Church was adopted in 1929. Business has been officially carried out as Grace Community Bible Church of Pueblo, Inc. since 1984.
II. What We Believe:
Deity
The only true God is the eternal (Deuteronomy 33:27), omniscient (Psalm 139:1-6), omnipresent (Psalm 139:7-12), omnipotent (Psalm 139:13-18), Creator, (Genesis 1:1), Romans 1:20-21. There are to be no other Gods before Him; (Exodus 20:3). He manifests Himself as Father, Son (or Word), and Holy Spirit; (Genesis 1:1-2, John 1:1-3, Matthew 3:16-17, John 5:7, Ephesians 4:4-6, Hebrews 9:14). He must be worshipped in spirit and truth; (John 4:24, Revelation 4:11, 14:7).
The Son, Jesus Christ, Savior, Messiah, is the Living Word; (Matthew 1:21, John1:1-3, 14, 41, Colossians 2:9, Hebrews 1:1-2). He took on humanity through the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23, Luke 1:26-35) for the express purposes of conquering death and providing a perfect, once-for-all, sacrifice for sin; (Philippians 2:5-8, Galatians 4:4-5, Hebrews 2:9-10, 14, 4:15, Revelation 1:18). He is the Head of the Body and the Chief Cornerstone of the Church; (Ephesians 1:22-23,2:20-21, 5:23).
The Holy Spirit is the Comforter sent to glorify the Son, guide the believer into truth, indwell the believer, and reprove the world of sin, righteousness and judgment; (John 14:16-18; 26, 15:26, 16:7-14). He is not to be vexed, grieved, or quenched; (Isaiah 63:10, Ephesians 4:30, I Thessalonians 5:19).
Scriptures
	The Bible, consisting of 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, is God's written Word given to man. It was inspired by the Spirit moving on Holy men to record God's communication to man for man's basis of belief and understanding of God, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, (II Peter 1:2I, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 4:12). The Scriptures, in total, are infallible (incapable of teaching deception) and inerrant (wholly truthful; free from error) in the original writings and are eternal; (Isaiah 40:8, 1Peter 1:24-25, John 17:17). The Scriptures are the final authority regarding God, man, sin, salvation, history and the future; (Romans 15:4, 1Thessalonians 2:13).
Man
	Human beings are uniquely created by God in His image. Each individual is created a little lower than the angels to have dominion over the creation, and to worship and glorify the Creator, (Genesis 1:26-28, Psalm 8:4-8, 1 Corinthians 6.20, Ephesians 2:10, 1 Thess-                   alonians 5:23, Hebrews 2:6-8).
Sin/Death
	Every human is sinner by birth and volition, physical and spiritual death are the consequences of sin; (Genesis 3:6, Psalm 51:5, Romans 3:23, 5:12, 17-19, 6:23, 10:9-10, 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 James 1:14-15).
Salvation
	God’s free gift of eternal life which He purchased by the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A person receives the gift of salvation by willfully believing and trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God: (John 3:16-18, 36, 20:31, Acts 4:12, Romans 5:6, 18, 6:23, 10:9-10, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Ephesians 1:7, 2:8-9, 1 Peter 2:24).
Resurrection/Eternity
HEAVEN
	The eternal abode and the blessed hope of the believer; (John 3:36, Titus 2:13, 1 Corinthians 15:42-47, 54-57, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 4, 20:4-6, 21 and 22).
HELL
	The eternal abode of the unsaved.  It is the lake of fire prepared for Satan and fallen angels and is the eternal destiny of humans who reject God’s free gift of salvation; (John 3:18, Matthew 10:28, 25:41, 46, Revelation 20).
Symbolic Observances
	Each individual believer (born again) has the privilege to voluntarily participate in two symbolically significant observances in obedience to Jesus Christ.
BAPTISM
	Public declaration of one’s acceptance of, and identification with, Christ as Lord and Savior.  Waer baptism by immersion signifies the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  For the individual it is a once-for-all testimony of death to self and resurrection to a life of allegiance and obedience to Christ. (Matthw 3:13-17, Mark 9:1011, Acts 2:38, Romans 6:1-14, Galatians 3:27, Colossians 2:12).
COMMUNION
	The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ as a memorial and reminder of His sacrifice for sin and the blessed hope of His return.  The elements of the fruit of grain and the vine signify His broken body and shed blood.  It may be observed as frequently as desired by the church family and open to all believers who are responsible for self-introspection before partaking. (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 4:22-24, Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-34). 
Covenant
	We, as members of Grace Community Bible Church, do hereby covenant together, as having been led as we believe b the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, to walk together in Christian love; maintain family and individual devotions; that the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts should be acceptable in the sight of our Lord and Redeemer.  We further agree to watch over each other in Christian love; remember each other in prayer, aid each other in sickness and distress; cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy of speech; to be slow to take offense but always ready for reconciliation; and to be mindful of our Savior's pleadings to secure it without delay.
	 We further covenant that the local church is the primary God established base of operation for evangelistic activity for the world. And that every true believer is commissioned and empowered by Christ to "preach the Gospel to every creature" and to “make disciples of all nations."  We further agree that it is the purpose of the local church “to equip the believers” for this service. 
III. How We Operate:
Membership
	Anyone desiring to be a member may do so by requesting such membership. To confirm the request, they will publicly state, before the church family, that they have personally accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and affirm their agreement with the contents of this constitution and covenant, (Romans 10:9-10).  A discussion with the Pastor at the time of the request, or before, is recommended
	 This church will notify the church, where a new member formerly held membership that, their membership is now 'at Grace Community Bible Church. It will also verify membership here, when a member transfers to another church, and such verification is requested.
	 Members have the privilege and responsibility to participate in the ministry of this local body of believers, to exercise spiritual and physical gifts; to be characterized as servants, helpers, laborers, well-beloved and approved in Christ; to serve as an elected or appointed officer; and to vote on business of the church. (Acts 2:47b, Romans 16, 1 Corinthians 12, 15:58, Ephesians 2:10, Philippians 1:9-11, 27, 2:1-16, Titus 2:11-15, 1Peter 3:15).
 Business Meeting
	The church shall have at least one meeting a year, normally the third Sunday of January, for the purpose of electing members to the Elder Board, approving the church budget for the year and any such other business that may come before the body. An announcement shall be made from the pulpit, at a regular Sunday morning service, at least one week before a business meeting of the members.
	A quorum shall be twenty-five (25) members, sixteen years of age or older, and in attendance. If a quorum fails to appear for two consecutively called meetings, the absent members shall be mailed a notice at least five days in advance of a third called meeting. Those members present at such third meeting shall constitute a quorum empowered to proceed with the business for which the meeting was called.
A favorable vote of two-thirds of members who are present and voting, shall be required for election of officers and all other motions, save adjournment which shall be by simple majority.
Membership Rules
	1. Active members-- All those who show their interest in the welfare of the church, attend regularly the services of the Church, give regularly and systematically to its support, and share in its organized work, and those who because of sickness, infirmities, or otherwise, providentially hindered, are unable to, attend services, classify as active members.
	2. Inactive members-- All members who do not attend regular services of the church for a period of six months of more without being considered by the church as providentially hindered, shall be placed on the inactive list. Any member who may be considered inactive will be contacted by the Elder Board Chairman. Names on the inactive list shall not be counted in any statistical reports. Any member on the inactive list shall be restored to active membership upon their resumption of regular attendance and evidence of fellowship in the faith.
	3. Termination of Membership--Membership in the church shall terminate as follows:
		a.  By letter of resignation to the Elder Board.
		b.  By deletion-- members who are known to be 				deceased, joined another church, or are absent from the 			regular services for six months, and having been diligently 		contacted by the Pastor or Elders, continue to show no 			interest in returning, may be dropped from membership.
		c.  By expulsion for disorderly walk by two-thirds ballot 			vote of the membership  in accordance with Matthew 			18:15-18, II Timothy 2:23-26, Titus 3:10, Romans 16:17-			18, 2 John 9-11, Galatians 6:1-3, 1 Corinthians 5,                			II Corinthians 2:6-11, As the goal of the discipline is 				repentance and restoration, the individual may be 				restored to membership upon giving 	evidence of genuine 			repentance and upon the approval by ballot of the 				membership.
Pastor
	The pastor shall be nominated by the Board and elected by a favorable vote of at least 75% of church members present and voting at a meeting called for that purpose. The pastor shall wholly concur with the church beliefs and agree to the Covenant. His duties shall require him to perform all activities properly which are the function of a minister, including, but not necessarily limited to: preaching the Gospel, shepherding the members; visiting the sick; performing marriages, and officiating at funerals. The Pastor's contract and salary shall be negotiated with the Board.
Elder Board
	The affairs of the church shall be controlled by a board of Elders and the Pastor(s). Men who are members of Grace Community Bible Church and whose lives are characterized by the principles established in I Timothy 31-13 and Titus I:5-9 will be recommended by the Board for approval by the church family to serve terms of one to three years. An individual may serve no more than six consecutive years without at least elected in the regular way (Acts 6:2-7).
	Officers of the Church Board shall be elected by the Board from among their number at their first meeting following the annual election. Officers shall consist of a Chairman, Vice-chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer. Officers shall be elected for terms of one year, to serve until their successors are elected and installed. 
Duties and Powers of the Board
1. The Church Board shall appoint persons to the various positions necessary to the proper functioning of the Church, such as Sunday School Superintendent and teachers; pianist, organist and musical director, AWANA and Youth directors; and Daily Vacation Bible School Director.
 2. The Board shall appoint members to committees, such as the Missions Committee, Building Committee, Christian Education Committee, Fellowship Committee, and any other such committees as deemed desirable. All committees shall be responsible directly to the Board.
3.  The Board shall prepare and recommend an annual budget for the approval of the church at the annual meeting. The Board shall be custodian, according to the approved budget, of all monies received. Unbudgeted expenditures of $1000 or more shall be subject to approval of the Church.
4. The Board shall be steward of the church property and be responsible for management of the business affairs of the Church.
5. The Board only may call meetings of the Church members for the following purposes: which may only be decided by a vote of the members: (a) selection of a pastor; (b) approval of the church budget; (c) purchasing or selling Church property; (d) nominating candidates for election as Elders; (e) any other major item of business which should properly come before the members of the Church.
6. The Board shall cause an announcement to be made from the pulpit at a regular Sunday morning service, at least one week before a business meeting of the Church members.
7. All meetings shall be conducted, in a Christ like manner, and informally following the concepts of Roberts Rules of Order.
Duties of Board Officers
CHAIRMAN
	The chairman of the Board shall preside at all meetings of the Board and business meetings of the Church members, provided, however, that he may delegate to the Pastor the chairmanship of a full Church meeting. The Chairman shall ensure that Parliamentarian order is preserved and that true Christian conduct prevails at all meetings.
VICE CHAIRMAN
	The Vice-chairman of the Board shall act in place of the Chairman in case of the Chairman's absence or inability to act, and in such case shall have all the duties of the Chairman.
SECRETARY
	The Secretary shall keep, in a book supplied for the purpose, minutes of all meetings of the Board, and of business meetings of the church membership. The Secretary shall also carry on business correspondence of the Board and Church as directed by the Chairman.
TREASURER
	The Treasurer shall be entrusted with the monies received by the Church; shall deposit them in a bank of the Board's choice; and shall disburse by check those payments authorized by the Board. The Treasurer shall keep complete records of all monies received and disbursed.
Finances
Monies received by the Church shall be from collections, love offerings, donations and free gifts, and not from commercial endeavors.
Missions
	We believe that God has laid upon the members of this Church body the primary task of giving the GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST to a lost world (Acts 1:3, Mathew 18:19-20).
	In so believing, we therefore consider our missionary program to be an arm of the Church.
	 We have sought so lead the Church into direct support of specific missionaries rather than allocating funds for world missions generally. This tends to personalize missionary interest, thus creating awareness of the meaning and action of a mission’s program.


Purpose Clause
Fairview Mission (dba Grace Community Bible Church of Pueblo) is organized exclusively for religious purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations described under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
Dissolution Clause
Upon the dissolution of Fairview Mission (dba Grace Community Bible Church of Pueblo), assets shall be distributed to InFaith, or such other religious organization, the membership shall designate at such time.
This CONSTITUTION has been so amended at a duly called church membership meeting.
Sunday, August 18, 2024


Jack Rockwell, Board Chairman



Les Hobson, Board Secretary
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