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Prayer for America
CELEBRATING 250 YEARS OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE
July 1 through5 2026 Devotional
Grace Community Bible Church
"Come As You Are... Leave Changed!"

Introduction

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen
as his heritage!"
— Psalm 33:12 (ESV)

This July, America marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. It
is an opportunity to thank God for the many blessings we have enjoyed, to remember
those who sacrificed for our freedoms, and to pray earnestly for our nation's future.

No nation other than ancient Israel has ever been in a covenant relationship with God.
America is not a "new Israel,” nor does Scripture promise perpetual national blessing to
any modern country. Yet throughout history, God has exercised His sovereign
providence over all nations (Daniel 2:21; Acts 17:26), and Christians are commanded to
pray for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

Our country has known remarkable blessings. We have enjoyed religious liberty,
opportunities for education and enterprise, generous charitable giving, and the freedom
to proclaim the gospel openly. At the same time, we acknowledge with humility that
America has also committed serious wrongs and continues to struggle with sin,
injustice, and moral confusion.

As followers of Jesus Christ, our hope is not ultimately in government, political parties,
or national prosperity. Our hope is in the Lord. We love our country, pray for our
leaders, seek the good of our neighbors, and long to see spiritual awakening across this
land.

May this month lead each of us to deeper gratitude, faithful prayer, personal holiness,
and renewed commitment to making Christ known.



July 1
A Nation Blessed by God's Providence
Scripture (ESV)

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen
as his heritage!”
— Psalm 33:12

Devotional
As we begin this month of prayer for America, our hearts naturally turn toward gratitude.

This year is unlike any Independence Day our nation has ever celebrated. For 250
years, the United States of America has existed as a free and independent nation.
Across those two and a half centuries, generations have been born, families have
flourished, churches have proclaimed the Gospel, missionaries have been sent around
the world, and countless men and women have sacrificed to preserve the freedoms we
often take for granted.

No nation is perfect because no people are perfect. From the pages of Scripture to
today's headlines, history reminds us that every society is composed of sinners in need
of God's grace. America has experienced seasons of remarkable faithfulness and
seasons of painful failure. We have much to celebrate, and we also have much to
confess.

Yet above everything else, we have reason to thank God.
The Psalmist declares,
"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD."

This verse was originally written concerning Israel, God's covenant people under the
Old Testament. We should be careful not to claim for America promises that God
specifically gave to Israel. At the same time, Scripture consistently teaches that God
rules over every nation and that His moral principles apply to all peoples. Throughout
the Bible we see that nations which honor justice, humility, righteousness, and
reverence for God experience His providential blessings in many ways, while those that
reject His ways often suffer the consequences of their own rebellion.

When we look back over American history, we can see countless evidences of God's
providence.

There were moments when victory seemed impossible, yet freedom prevailed. There
were seasons of national division when the future appeared uncertain, yet the nation



endured. There were times of economic hardship, natural disasters, wars, and tragedy,
yet God continued to sustain us.

His providence does not mean that every decision our nation has made has been
righteous. Far from it. America has committed grievous sins. We have failed to live up to
the ideals we professed. We have often placed our confidence in wealth, military
strength, technology, or political solutions instead of humbly seeking the Lord.
Nevertheless, God's mercy has been abundant.

Sometimes God's greatest blessings are the ones we scarcely notice because they
have become so familiar.

The freedom to open our Bibles without fear.

The freedom to gather for worship.

The freedom to preach the Gospel publicly.

The freedom to raise our children according to biblical convictions.

The freedom to support missionaries who proclaim Christ around the world.

Millions of believers throughout history have longed for freedoms like these. Many still
do.

That is why gratitude must always precede criticism.

It is easy to point out America's faults. They are real, and faithful Christians should

never ignore sin. But before we speak of our nation's failures, let us first thank God for
His kindness.

The Apostie Paul reminds us that it is the kindness of God that leads us to repentance
(Romans 2:4). Gratitude and repentance are not enemies—they belong together. A
thankful heart is more willing to humbile itself before God.

As we begin this month, let us commit ourselves to praying not merely for America's
success but for America's spiritual renewal. Economic prosperity cannot save a nation.
Political victories cannot transform the human heart. Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ
has the power to reconcile sinners to God and produce lasting change.

If revival comes to America, it will begin one heart at a time.

Perhaps it should begin with ours.



Digging Deeper

The word "blessed" in Scripture speaks of God's favor and well-being. It does not
promise that a nation will never face hardship, nor does it guarantee material prosperity.
Instead, it reminds us that true blessing comes from living under God's gracious rule.
Providence is one of the great doctrines of the Christian faith. It means that God is
continually sustaining, governing, and directing His creation according to His perfect
wisdom and purpose. Nothing surprises Him. Nothing is beyond His control.

When we study American history, it is appropriate to recognize the courage of soldiers,
the wisdom of statesmen, the perseverance of pioneers, and the sacrifice of ordinary
citizens. Yet behind every human story stands the unseen hand of God, accomplishing
His purposes in ways that often become clear only with the passing of time.

Remembering God's providence should never make us proud. It should make us
humble.

The Lord gives.

The Lord sustains.

The Lord deserves our praise.

Prayer

Heavenly Father,

As we begin this month of prayer, our hearts are filled with gratitude.

Thank You for Your providential care over our nation during these past 250 years.

Thank You for preserving freedoms that allow us to worship You openly and proclaim
the Gospel without fear.

Thank You for faithful pastors, churches, missionaries, teachers, military members, first
responders, and countless ordinary citizens whose lives have strengthened our
communities.

Forgive us for the many times we have taken Your blessings for granted.

Forgive us for trusting in ourselves more than in You.

May gratitude lead us to repentance.

May repentance lead us to revival.



May revival lead many people to faith in Jesus Christ.

Use us to be faithful withesses in our homes, our churches, our workplaces, and our
communities.

May America always be a land where the Gospel is proclaimed boldly, lives are
transformed by Your grace, and Your name is honored above every other name.

We ask these things in the powerful name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Today's Challenge

Before you read the news, check social media, or begin your normal routine, spend
fifteen minutes simply thanking God.

Write down ten blessings you enjoy because of His kindness.

Then ask yourself:

How can | use these blessings today to serve Christ and bless someone else?
Memory Verse

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen
as his heritage!"

Psalm 33:12 (ESV)

Pastor's Thought

“The greatest blessing God has ever given America is not her wealth, her military, or her

natural resources. It is the freedom to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May we
never take that privilege for granted, and may we use it faithfully while we still have it."



July 2
Freedom Is a Stewardship
Scripture (ESV)

"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another."
— Galatians 5:13

Devotional

One of the greatest blessings God has granted to the people of the United States is the
gift of liberty. For 250 years, Americans have enjoyed freedoms that countless people
throughout history have never experienced. We have had the privilege of worshiping
openly, speaking freely, gathering peacefully, owning God's Word, and sharing the
gospel without the kind of persecution that believers in many parts of the world still
endure today.

Those freedoms are precious.

But Scripture reminds us that freedom is never an end in itself. Freedom is a
stewardship. It is a gift entrusted to us by God, to be used wisely and faithfully.

The Apostle Paul wrote to believers in Galatia about a freedom that is even greater than
political liberty. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Christians have
been set free from the bondage of sin. Yet Paul immediately adds a warning:

"Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another.”

Biblical freedom is not permission to live selfishly. It is the opportunity to live faithfully.

The same principle applies to nations as well as individuals. A free people have
tremendous opportunities, but they also bear tremendous responsibilities. Freedom
allows us to build strong families, educate our children, care for our neighbors, establish
churches, support missionaries, and help those in need. These opportunities should
never be taken for granted.

History teaches us that liberty is fragile. It is not preserved automatically from one
generation to the next. Every generation must value it, protect it, and use it wisely. Many
brave men and women have given their lives to defend the freedoms we enjoy. As a
Marine veteran, | have seen firsthand the cost of liberty. Freedom has always required
sacrifice.



Yet even greater than the sacrifices made on the battlefield is the sacrifice made on
Calvary. Christ gave His life so that sinners might be reconciled to God and experience
true freedom—the freedom to know Him, love Him, and obey Him.

Political liberty can improve the circumstances of life, but only spiritual liberty changes
the heart.

As Christians, we should never separate the privileges of freedom from the
responsibilities that accompany them. We have the freedom to worship, so let us
worship faithfully. We have the freedom to read God's Word, so let us read it daily. We
have the freedom to proclaim Christ, so let us do so with courage and compassion.

The question is not merely, "What freedoms do | possess?" The better question is,
"How am | using those freedoms to glorify God and serve others?"

When Christians use their liberty for God's glory, communities are strengthened.
Families are encouraged. Churches flourish. The gospel advances.

As we celebrate America'’s 250th anniversary, let us thank God for our freedoms—and
let us commit ourselves to using them faithfully while we have them.

Digging Deeper

In Galatians, Paul contrasts two kinds of living: life directed by the sinful nature and life
directed by the Holy Spirit. Christian freedom is not freedom from obedience; it is
freedom to obey God with a willing heart.

Throughout history, societies have often misunderstood liberty. Some have treated
freedom as the right to satisfy every personal desire. Scripture presents a very different
picture. The freest person is the one who gladly submits to the lordship of Jesus Christ.

The same principle applies to a nation. Laws alone cannot preserve liberty. Character,
integrity, self-control, and reverence for God are essential foundations for lasting
freedom.

America has enjoyed remarkable freedoms because previous generations understood
that liberty required responsibility. Churches taught biblical truth. Parents instructed their
children. Citizens served their communities. Neighbors cared for one another. While no
generation has been perfect, many understood that freedom carried obligations as well
as privileges.

Our generation must rediscover that truth.

Every Christian should ask:

e Am | using my freedom to grow closer to Christ?



o Am | serving others with the gifts God has entrusted to me?
o Am | leaving a legacy of faith for those who follow?

Freedom is never merely about our rights. It is also about our calling.
Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the freedoms we enjoy in this nation.

Thank You for those who have sacrificed to preserve those freedoms through military
service, public service, and faithful citizenship.

Most of all, thank You for the freedom that is found in Jesus Christi—the freedom from
sin, guilt, and condemnation.

Forgive us when we have used our liberty selfishly instead of faithfully.

Teach us to use every opportunity You have given us to serve others, proclaim the
gospel, strengthen our churches, and bless our communities.

Help us never to take our freedoms for granted.

May our lives demonstrate that true liberty is found in joyful obedience to You.

In Jesus' name,

Amen.

Today's Challenge

Take a few moments today to thank someone who has served our nation or your
community. It may be a veteran, an active-duty service member, a police officer, a
firefighter, a teacher, or another public servant.

Then ask yourself:

How can | use the freedoms God has given me today to serve someone else in
Christ's name?

Memory Verse
"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another."
Galatians 5:13 (ESV)



Pastor's Thought

"Freedom is one of God's great gifts, but it is never given merely for our comfort. It is
entrusted to us so that we may glorify Christ, serve our neighbors, and faithfully

proclaim the gospel while the opportunity remains.”



July 3

Remembering God's Faithfulness

Scripture (ESV)

"Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the
judgments he uttered.”

— Psalm 105:5

Devotional

Tomorrow, millions of Americans will celebrate Independence Day. Flags will be raised,
parades will fill our streets, families will gather around backyard grills, children will wave
sparklers, and fireworks will light up the evening sky. It is one of our nation's most
treasured holidays, and rightly so.

But before we celebrate, let us pause to remember.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly commands His people to remember. He
instructed Israel to remember His mighty acts, His covenant, His provision, and His
faithfulness. Why? Because people have a tendency to forget.

We forget how God has answered our prayers.

We forget how He has carried us through difficult seasons.

We forget how He has provided when we thought there was no way forward.

And when we forget His faithfulness, fear often takes its place.

Psalm 105 is a beautiful reminder that remembering is an act of worship. The psalmist
begins by calling God's people to "give thanks," to "make known His deeds," and then to

"remember the wondrous works that He has done.”

As Christians, we should cultivate the habit of remembering—not living in the past, but
allowing the past to strengthen our faith for the future.

As we think about our nation's history, there is much to remember.

We remember the courage of those who pledged "their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor" in pursuit of liberty.

We remember generations of soldiers, sailors, Marines, airmen, Guardians, and Coast
Guardsmen who defended our freedoms, many at the cost of their own lives.



We remember pastors who faithfully preached God's Word, missionaries who carried
the gospel to the ends of the earth, teachers who shaped young minds, parents who
raised children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and ordinary citizens whose
honesty, diligence, and compassion quietly strengthened our nation.

Most of all, we remember God's providence.

History is not merely a collection of dates and events. History is the unfolding of God's
sovereign purposes. As believers, we recognize that behind every chapter of history
stands the unseen hand of Almighty God.

This does not mean that everything America has done has been righteous. Our nation
has known times of injustice, prejudice, greed, violence, and moral failure. We
acknowledge those realities honestly. Yet we also recognize that through every
generation God has continued to extend mercy.

The Lord has preserved our nation through revolution, civil war, world wars, economic
depression, acts of terrorism, natural disasters, and countless other crises. There were
moments when the future seemed uncertain, yet God sustained us.

When | look back over my own lifetime, | see tremendous change. | have watched our
nation experience seasons of confidence and seasons of confusion. | have seen times
when churches were full and times when many turned away from biblical truth. | have
watched technology transform our world in ways that would have seemed unimaginable
when | was a young Marine.

Yet through every decade, one truth has remained unchanged:

God has been faithful.

His Word has not changed.

His promises have not failed.

His grace has not diminished.

His Gospel still transforms lives.

That is where our confidence must rest.

The future of America is not ultimately determined by elections, economies, or
international events. Those things matter, but they are not supreme. Qur confidence

rests in the Lord who rules over the nations.

Daniel declared,



"He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings..." (Daniel 2:21).
The God who guided generations before us remains the same today.

Remembering God's faithfulness should produce two responses.

First, gratitude.

It is easy to focus on what is wrong with our nation. We should not ignore our probiems,
but neither should we overlook God's blessings. Gratitude guards our hearts from
cynicism.

Second, hope.

If God has been faithful throughout the past 250 years, we have every reason to trust
Him with tomorrow. Hope is not optimism rooted in human ability. Biblical hope is
confidence rooted in God's unchanging character.

As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day tomorrow, let us remember that our
greatest inheritance is not merely political freedom but the unchanging faithfulness of
God.

The God who sustained previous generations is able to sustain ours.

Digging Deeper

Psalm 105 is a hymn celebrating God's covenant faithfulness throughout Israel's history.
The repeated emphasis is on remembering what God has done.

Throughout the Old Testament, God established memorials so His people would not
forget His mighty works. The Passover reminded Israel of their deliverance from Egypt.
The stones taken from the Jordan River reminded future generations that God had
brought His people safely into the Promised Land. Even the Sabbath served as a
weekly reminder that God is both Creator and Redeemer.

While America does not occupy Israel's unique covenant role in redemptive history,
Christians living in any nation benefit from remembering God's providence in both
biblical history and their own lives.

Memory strengthens faith.

Forgetfulness breeds fear.

Take time to recount God's faithfulness—not only in the history of your nation, but also
in your own family and personal walk with Christ.



Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Today we remember.

We remember Your faithfulness throughout history.
We remember Your mercy toward our nation.

We remember the sacrifices of those who came before us, preserving freedoms that
allow us to worship You openly and proclaim the gospel.

Most of all, we remember Your faithfulness in our own lives.
Thank You for every answered prayer.

Thank You for every unseen protection.

Thank You for every provision.

Thank You for every expression of Your grace.

Forgive us for the times we have forgotten Your goodness and allowed worry or fear to
replace trust.

As we celebrate our nation's birthday tomorrow, keep our hearts centered on You.

May our gratitude deepen our worship, strengthen our faith, and renew our commitment
to serve Jesus Christ faithfully for as long as You give us breath.

We ask these things in His precious name.

Amen.

Today's Challenge

Set aside thirty minutes today to remember.

Write down five ways God has been faithful in your own life.

Then write down five blessings God has bestowed upon our nation for which you are
grateful.

Finally, share one story of God's faithfulness with a child, grandchild, friend, or neighbor.
Help pass along a legacy of gratitude to the next generation.



Memory Verse

"Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the
judgments he uttered."
Psalm 105:5 (ESV)

Pastor's Thought

"Nations, like people, are healthiest when they remember the faithfulness of God.
Gratitude anchors the soul, humility opens the heart, and remembrance prepares us to
trust the Lord with the future. As we celebrate America's 250th birthday, may our
greatest celebration be not merely of our nation's history, but of God's unfailing
faithfulness throughout every generatio



July 4
Righteousness Exalts a Nation
Scripture (ESV)

"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”
— Proverbs 14:34

Devotional

Today, the United States of America celebrates 250 years as an independent nation.
Two hundred and fifty years.

That number is difficult to comprehend. Generations have come and gone. Wars have
been fought. Families have been raised. Churches have been planted. Missionaries
have carried the Gospel around the world. Millions have immigrated to these shores
seeking freedom and opportunity. Through every season of prosperity and hardship,
one truth has remained unchanged:

God has been faithful.

Today we celebrate the blessings of liberty, but as Christians we must remember that
liberty itself is not our highest treasure.

Our highest treasure is the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our greatest citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).
Our greatest King is King Jesus.

Yet because we love Christ, we should also be grateful for the nation in which God has
placed us.

Jeremiah instructed God's people living in exile,

"Seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on
its behalf..." (Jeremiah 29:7).

That command reminds us that faithful believers seek the good of the communities and
nations where God has placed them. We pray for our country. We contribute to its well-
being. We obey its laws whenever they do not conflict with God's commands. We thank
God for its blessings.

America has been richly blessed.



We enjoy freedoms that many people throughout the world still long for.
The freedom to worship openly.

The freedom to own and read God's Word.

The freedom to gather in churches without fear of government interference.
The freedom to proclaim the Gospel publicly.

The freedom to educate our children according to biblical convictions.

The freedom to elect our leaders.

The freedom to serve our communities.

These are extraordinary blessings, and they should never be taken for granted.
But Scripture reminds us that freedom alone does not guarantee greatness.
Solomon wrote,

"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."”
Notice that he did not write, "Wealth exalts a nation."

He did not say, "Military strength exalts a nation.”

He did not say, "Scientific achievement exalts a nation.”

He said,

"Righteousness exalts a nation."

Throughout history, nations have risen to remarkable heights only to decline when they
abandoned moral truth.

History is filled with examples of civilizations that appeared invincible but eventually
collapsed from within because corruption, pride, injustice, and moral decay eroded their
foundations.

That should humble every generation of Americans.

As we celebrate today, we must also examine ourselves.

Have we remained a people who honor God?



Do our homes reflect biblical values?

Do our churches faithfully proclaim God's Word?

Are we raising children to know Christ?

Do we seek justice with mercy?

Do we love truth?

Do we care for the vulnerable?

Do we live with integrity?

These questions matter because national renewal begins with personal obedience.

One of the greatest misunderstandings about revival is the belief that it begins in
government.

It does not.

Revival begins in the hearts of God's people.

It begins when Christians confess sin.

When husbands love their wives sacrificially.

When wives honor their husbands.

When parents teach their children the Scriptures.
When churches preach the Gospel boldly.

When believers love their neighbors.

When Christians forgive one another.

When God's people humble themselves before Him.

If America is ever to experience genuine spiritual renewal, it will not begin in
Washington, Denver, or our state capitols.

It will begin in churches.

It will begin in homes.



It will begin around kitchen tables where families open God's Word together.
It will begin in prayer meetings.

It will begin when ordinary believers decide that honoring Christ is more important than
winning arguments.

As we celebrate this Independence Day, let us remember that patriotism and Christian
faith are not the same thing.

We do not worship America.
We worship Christ.

Yet because we worship Christ, we desire to be faithful citizens who seek the good of
our nation and pray for its leaders.

We love our country—not because it is perfect, but because God has graciously placed
us here.

We celebrate her blessings while honestly acknowledging her failures.

We thank God for our freedoms while recognizing that true freedom is found only in
Jesus Christ.

And we pray that the next generation will inherit not only political liberty but also a
vibrant faith in the Savior.

Today, wave the flag with gratitude.

Sing the national anthem with appreciation.

Remember those who gave their lives for liberty.

But above all, bow your heart before Almighty God and thank Him for His mercy.

For if America has any hope for the next 250 years, that hope will never rest in politics,
wealth, or military strength.

Our hope is, and always has been, the Lord.
Digging Deeper

Proverbs 14:34 is one of the Bible's clearest statements regarding the moral health of a
society.



The verse applies broadly because it speaks of "any people.” God's moral standards
are not limited to one nation or one era. Wherever truth, justice, humility, compassion,
and righteousness flourish, society benefits. Wherever sin is celebrated and repentance
is rejected, society eventually bears painful consequences.

This proverb should encourage Christians to live faithfully in every sphere of life.
Governments matter.

Laws matter.

Public policy matters.

But lasting change begins with transformed hearts.

Jesus called His followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the

world (Matthew 5:13-16). Salt preserves. Light exposes darkness and points the way
forward.

That is our calling.

Rather than cursing the darkness, we are to shine the light of Christ.

Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Today we thank You for the United States of America.

Thank You for Your providential care throughout these past 250 years.

Thank You for the freedoms we enjoy.

Thank You for those who established this nation, those who defended it, and those who
continue to serve it today.

We confess that our nation has often failed to honor You as we should.
Forgive us for our pride.

Forgive us for our injustice.

Forgive us for our moral compromise.

Forgive us for neglecting Your Word.



Revive Your Church.

Strengthen Christian families.

Raise up pastors who preach Your truth without fear.

Give wisdom to our leaders.

Protect those who serve in our military and first responders.

May America continue to be a place where the Gospel is proclaimed freely and where
many come to saving faith in Jesus Christ.

And may our greatest loyalty always belong to Your eternal Kingdom.
We pray this in the strong name of our Savior and King,
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Today's Challenge

Before attending a celebration or watching fireworks, gather your family or friends for a
few moments of prayer.

Thank God for His blessings upon our nation.
Pray for spiritual awakening across America.
Then ask yourself this question:

"What can | do this year to help make my community look more like the Kingdom
of Christ?"

Memory Verse

"Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”
Proverbs 14:34 (ESV)

Pastor's Thought

"As we celebrate America's 250th birthday, let us give thanks for God's abundant mercy
throughout our nation's history. But let us also remember that the future of America will



never be secured by patriotism alone. Our greatest need is the same today as it has
always been—a people who humbly walk with God, faithfully proclaim Jesus Christ, and
live according to His Word. Righteousness slill exalts a nation, and the Gospel is still the
hope of the world."



July 5

Freedom with Purpose

Scripture (ESV)

"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another."

— Galatians 5:13

Devotional

Yesterday, Americans celebrated our nation's 250th birthday.

Across our land, flags waved proudly. Families gathered together. Children laughed as
fireworks filled the night sky. Communities celebrated the remarkable freedoms that
have been enjoyed in our nation for two and a half centuries.

Today the fireworks are over.

The flags are still flying.

Now comes the more important question:

What will we do with the freedom God has entrusted to us?

Freedom is never merely something to celebrate.

Freedom is something to steward.

The Apostle Paul reminds us that Christians have been called to freedom. Yet he
immediately adds an important qualification:

"Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another."

That sentence summarizes the biblical understanding of liberty.
Freedom is not license.

Freedom is responsibility.

The world often defines freedom as the ability to do whatever we desire.

The Bible defines freedom very differently.



True freedom is the ability to become the person God created us to be.

Before we came to Christ, we imagined we were free. Yet Scripture teaches that we
were slaves to sin. Our desires controlled us. Our selfishness ruled us. We could not
free ourselves.

Then Jesus Christ stepped into history.

Through His death upon the cross and His glorious resurrection, He broke the chains of
sin for everyone who trusts Him.

For the first time, we became truly free.

Free to love God.

Free to obey Him.

Free to serve others.

Free to forgive.

Free to worship.

Free to live with hope.

‘Political liberty is one of God's common blessings.
Spiritual liberty is one of His greatest saving gifts.
One allows us to live as free citizens.

The other allows us to live as redeemed children of God.

America has enjoyed remarkable freedoms because generations before us understood
that liberty required virtue.

Many of our Founders believed that self-government could survive only among a people
who practiced self-control, integrity, and moral responsibility. While they differed in
many theological convictions, they recognized an enduring truth: a free people must
also be a disciplined people.

That principle is just as true today.

A nation cannot remain healthy if its citizens demand rights while ignoring
responsibilities.



Strong nations are built by strong families.
Strong families are built by faithful husbands and wives.
Faithful families are built upon God's truth.
Strong churches strengthen communities.

Communities shaped by integrity, compassion, and justice become blessings to their
neighbors.

As Christians, we have the privilege of contributing to that kind of society—not through
coercion, but through faithful living.

Jesus never instructed His followers to dominate culture.
He called us to be salt and light.

Salt preserves.

Light shines.

Both influence quietly but powerfully.

The greatest contribution Christians make to America is not found primarily in elections,
although responsible citizenship is important.

Our greatest contribution is living transformed lives that point people to Jesus Christ.
Every honest employee honors Christ.

Every faithful marriage reflects Christ.

Every parent who teaches God's Word blesses the next generation.

Every church that preaches the Gospel strengthens its community.

Every believer who forgives instead of retaliating demonstrates the power of God's
grace.

This is how nations are influenced—not merely from the top down, but from the inside
out.

As we move beyond Independence Day, let us remember that freedom is not simply a
privilege to enjoy.



It is a calling to fulfill.

God has entrusted us with extraordinary opportunities.

May we use every one of them for His glory.

Digging Deeper

Paul wrote Galatians to believers who were being tempted to exchange the freedom of
the Gospel for a system of legalism. Yet he also warned against the opposite danger—
using grace as an excuse for sinful living.

Christian liberty always operates within the boundaries of love.

We are free from the condemnation of sin.

We are not free to ignore God's commands.

We are free to serve.

Free to sacrifice.

Free to forgive.

Free to love.

The same principle applies to our citizenship.

The freedoms we enjoy in America are opportunities to glorify God through faithful
service.

We honor Christ when we vote thoughtfully, obey just laws, serve our neighbors, care
for those in need, support our churches, pray for our leaders, and proclaim the Gospel
with courage and compassion.

Freedom reaches its highest purpose when it becomes a platform for loving God and
loving people.

Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Thank You for every freedom You have entrusted to us.

Thank You for allowing us to live in a nation where we may worship openly, study Your
Word freely, and proclaim the Gospel without fear.



Help us never to misuse those blessings.

Teach us to live responsibly, generously, and faithfully.
May our liberty never become selfishness.

Instead, let it become an opportunity to serve.
Strengthen our homes.

Strengthen our churches.

Strengthen our communities.

May our lives reflect the character of Jesus Christ in every conversation, every decision,
and every relationship.

And may those who know us see not only good citizens, but faithful disciples whose
greatest allegiance is to Your eternal Kingdom.

We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Today's Challenge

Today, intentionally use one of your freedoms to bless someone else.
Visit someone who is lonely.

Write a note of encouragement.

Volunteer your time.

Support a missionary.

Help a neighbor.

Share your testimony with someone who needs Christ.
Ask yourself:

"If God has entrusted me with so much freedom, how can | use it today to make
Jesus better known?"

Memory Verse



"For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another."
Galatians 5:13 (ESV)

Pastor's Thought

"America’s freedoms are among God's gracious gifts to us, but they are not ends in
themselves. They are opportunities to glorify Christ. Every freedom carries a
responsibility. Every blessing carries a stewardship. May we never waste the liberties
God has entrusted to us, but instead use them to love our neighbors, strengthen our
churches, and faithfully proclaim the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ until He returns."



